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Job Title Research Associate/Research Fellow (Environmental
DNA Lab Technician)

Department Schl Fisheries Aquac Aquat Sci
Institution Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama

Date Posted Dec. 11, 2024

Application Deadline Open until filled
Position Start Date Available immediately

Job Categories Research Scientist/Associate
Academic Field(s) Environmental Sciences/Ecology/Forestry

Job Website https://www.auemployment.com/postings/50282

Apply By Email

Job Description

The Southeast Conservation Genetics Lab (SECGL) at Auburn University is seeking a highly qualified
individual to serve in the role as a technician in a new environmental DNA (eDNA) lab. This is a full-
time, soft money funded, position. Funding for the position has already been secured for 3 years, and
future funding is expected.

SECGL is a joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Auburn University research lab. The lab’s director
is Dr. Nathan Whelan, and the lab includes a mix of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees, Auburn
University employees, and Auburn University graduate students.

We are located in Swingle Hall and the CASIC Building on Auburn University’s main campus. Our

research includes both basic and applied science. Current eDNA lab space includes clean-room areas
and physically separate labs to ensure eDNA work can be done following best-practices. We anticipate
moving into a newly constructed lab and office building that includes built-for-purpose clean rooms and
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other lab space in late 2026.

In addition to eDNA infrastructure, SECGL has outstanding facilities, equipment, and capacity for lab-
and field-based research. We have all the equipment needed for next-generation library prep and other
molecular data generation and analyses. The lab has a 4WD SUV and other equipment for fieldwork.

The job series and level that the employee will be hired into will depend on their education and salary.
Applicants with a master's degree will qualify for the Research Associate job series. Applicants with a
PhD will qualify for the Research Fellow job series. The salary range listed below ranges from the
lowest level of a Research Associate to a Research Fellow II. If you would like more details on salary,
please contact Nathan Whelan (nvw0001@auburn.edu; nathan_whelan@fws.gov).

Auburn University is a public land-, sea-, and space-grant institution with internationally recognized
research and academics. Auburn and nearby Opelika, Alabama are vibrant towns with excellent quality
of life and a relatively low cost of living.

Contact Information

Please reference Academickeys in your cover letter when
applying for or inquiring about this job announcement.
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